cephalus. These are all authoritative reports, and there are others which should interest neurosurgeons in particular, but neurologists and general physicians could peruse them with profit as well. Professor Earl Walker contributes an interesting chapter on 'grantsmanship', i.e. the technique for the acquisition of funds for research projects, from which it appears that this is much easier in America than in most other parts of the world. He also has a chapter on the art of selecting technical aids for neurological diagnosis of brain lesions. It is a question whether it is so much an art as a matter of economics, when we see that the cost varies from $25-50 for an electroencephalogram to $500 for a pneumoencephalogram.
This volume is appropriately dedicated to Dr James C White, one of the most distinguished American neurosurgeons, and his friends all over the world will applaud this mark of respect. definitely thinks it has and has spent nearly thirty years translating into English the General Principles which comprise the first of the five volumes of Avicenna's Canon. As it deals with Avicenna's general principles of the theory and practice of medicine it contains the nucleus of his views. Dr Shah presents us with the first complete English translation of these General Principles and also interprets the entities therein with concepts which we use today. In his introduction he suggests that in Avicenna's concepts lie a great number of truths, especially in the psychosomatic field of medicine, which have been obscured from appreciation in the West both by the language in which they were expressed and by their context of thought.
Dr 0 Cameron Gruner, whose previous translation of the General Principles in 1930 omitted the chapter on anatomy, puts Dr Shah's case in a nutshell: 'Dr Shah makes a comparison between the old doctrines and the new, indicating how the advances of medical science can throw light on various aspects of the Canon.'
Throughout the book Dr Shah has been assiduous in translating ancient terms by modem equivalents. For example the word literally translated as 'humours' is also translated as 'biological fluids'. Sometimes this modernization is dangerous, in that it attributes a meaning to a word palpably different from that intended by A large part of the book is devoted to a review of the Edinburgh experience in the surgical treatment of aortic valve disease. In other lectures Professor Goodwin describes his findings in heart muscle disease and Dr Emslie-Smith outlines the features of endomyocardial fibrosis. A short section by Professor Grist puts viral cardiomyopathy in perspective with a review of the work in his own department. In the final contribution Dr Howitt summarizes the place of beta-adrenergic blocking drugs in treatment.
Much of this material will be familiar to those interested in heart disease and its management. With the increase in incidence of carcinoma of the bronchus one of its most distressing complications, mediastinal obstruction, is more frequently seen. The clinical picture of the 'swollen-faced sweating patient, breathless and coughing, with loosened collar' is familiar in every radiotherapy department: fortunately rapid symptomatic relief usually follows the appropriate treatment. In this short monograph the author records his analysis of 253 cases of mediastinal obstruction, 11 % of over two thousand cases of bronchial carcinoma seen at the Royal Marsden Hospital from 1950 to 1961. Extrinsic pressure on the great veins rather than intrinsic thrombosis is the usual mechanism in mediastinal obstruction, and causes other than bronchial carcinoma are now uncommon. The immediate response to radiotherapy was satisfactory in all but 13% of cases: but the author
